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The post-socialist transition 

• After 1990:  industrial transformation 

    deindustrialisation 

 

• Vast areas became disused 

 or underused urban brownfields 

 (in case of Budapest, cca. 70 km2) 

 

• How did their transformation happen? 
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Urban structure models 

• The 1920s:  Chicago School 

    (urban sociology) 
 

  Concentric model 

  Burgess–Park (1925) 

  Sectoral model 

  Hoyt (1939) 

  Multiple nuclei model 

  Harris–Ullmann (1945) 

 

• Vast monofunctional urban areas 



Urban structure models 

• The 1990s:  Los Angeles School 

    (postmodern urbanisation) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• High-level functional fragmentation 



Era 1 Era 2 Era 3 

pre-modern city modern city post-modern city 

pre-industrial city industrial city post-industrial city 

Name(s) (socialist city) (post-socialist city) 

(Lynch) ‘city of faith’ ‘city as a machine’ ‘organic city’ 

(Shane) ‘archi-citta’ ‘cine-citta’ ‘tele-citta’ 

Key 

theorists 
Sjoberg 

Burgess, Park, McKenzie,  

Hoyt, Harris, Ullman 

Davis, Soja, Scott, 

Dear, Flusty, Storper 

Urban 

structure 

 

 

 

Chicago (1920s) 

(Burgess–Park) 

 

 

 

Los Angeles (1990s) 

(Dear–Flusty) 

 

 

‘hard-boiled egg’ 

 

 

 

‘fried egg’ 

(Price) 

 

 

‘scrambled egg’ 



…but what about the cities of the former ‘Eastern Bloc’? 

(Post-socialism as a wider context) 

• Urbanisation of the first and the third world is 

 widely theorised in the international literature 

 

• The importance of the ‘world in-between’, cities of the 

 former second (now predominantly post-socialist) world 
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Andrusz–Harloe–Szelenyi (1996), Bodnár (2001), Stanilov (2007), Czepczyński (2008) etc. 
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(Post-socialism as a wider context) 

• Urbanisation of the first and the third world is 

 widely theorised in the international literature 

 

• The importance of the ‘world in-between’, cities of the 

 former second (now predominantly post-socialist) world 

 

• Key issue raised: 

 Functional fragmentation of postmodern cities 

 Post-1990 (industrial) transformation of post-socialist cities 

 

 SIMILARITIES? 



Study area: Soroksári Road (Budapest, District IX) 
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Methodology 

• ‘Windshield survey’ (Farkas 2005) 

 

• Sociology, urban and regional planning 

 

• Field survey, a record of commercial and 

 public services (labels, signs, inscriptions) 

 

• (Partly) reveals the informal economy as well 



Northern and southern section, 2x2 participants, a total record of 191 signs 



The northern section of Soroksári Rd. 

• A profound transformation in the last 10 years, 

 mostly reflecting postmodern architecture: 

 „Millennium City Centre” 
 

 (National Theatre [2002], Palace of Arts [2005], Millennium Towers [2006], 

 Mill Lofts [2009], penthouse apartments and studio flats at Boráros Square) 

 

• Gentrification process 

 

• Also in terms of local services  
 (restaurants, loft-café, specialty wine shop, luxury hair salon, 

 beauty parlour, watch store, high-end electronics retailer etc.) 
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Study area: Soroksári Road (Budapest, District IX) 



The southern section of Soroksári Rd. 

• Still preserved its (decaying) industrial character 

 

• Poverty (‘Dzsumbuj’ [Jungle] at Illatos Str.), 

 street prostitution (along Szabadkai Str.) 

 

• An exceptionally broad range of services 

 BUT: with extremely sharp contrasts 
 (IT-company, Chinese takeaway, scuba diving equipment 

 shop, lingerie store, film studio, baby garment outlet etc.) 

 

• Low rental fees → ad hoc transformation 
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Summary, conclusions 

• Chicago School vs. Los Angeles School 
 (monofunctional areas vs. functional fragmentation) 

 

• Before 1990: ‘active period’ of (mass)industry 

• After 1990: rapid transformation of production 

 (→ high-level functional heterogeneity) 

 

• Postmodern city ↔ post-socialist city 

 SIMILAR URBAN STRUCTURE! 
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